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HAPPY HOLIDAYS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
In preparation for the holiday season, the AU HRPP  team is sending appreciation for everything we accomplished together this year! We hope you all get some well-earned downtime and start the new year feeling refreshed. As a reminder, campus is closed starting at 4:45 p.m. on December 19th and will reopen at 7:45 a.m. on January 5th. We look forward to working with you all in 2026!  

NEWS YOU CAN USE
· Under Construction: AU HRPP/IRB website is undergoing maintenance. Please remember to check the Endeavor Library, the monthly newsletter, or contact the AU HRPP team if you are unsure about how to prepare and complete your IRB submissions.  

· Principles of Responsible Conduct of Research & Scientific Integrity: GRAD 8200, taught by Dr. Carey Andrzejewski, prepares graduate students to navigate ethical challenges that may emerge when conducting research. Consider signing up for this course for the Spring semester. 

GUIDANCE & REGULATIONS
Waivers to Informed Consent Requirements: Human research regulations provide flexibility around when signed consent forms are required for research purposes. IRB’s may waive the requirement for written signatures on consent forms for certain minimal risk research. For instance, it is generally appropriate to exclude signature lines on consent information provided in advance of an online survey or when a verbal consent process is used in place of a written consent form. For more information on when an IRB may waive the requirement for written signature for consent please see HRP-411- Checklist – Waiver of Written Documentation of Consent. 

ENDEAVOR TIPS & TRICKS
When to indicate your project is “Multi-Site” in Endeavor: The “Basic Information” page in the Endeavor IRB application asks researchers to indicate whether their project is “Single Site” or “Multi-site or Collaborative.” Investigators should indicate that a project is “Multi-site or Collaborative” when there are two or more institutions (including Auburn) collaborating or coordinating to conduct research under a single protocol. Please see HRP-001 – SOP – Definitions for the definitions of multi-site and collaborative research. 

[bookmark: _Int_gvAntGKx]QUESTIONS? Please reach out to your AU IRB Team at IRBAdmin@auburn.edu 
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